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FOREWORD
I

Is Sakti-worship non-Vedic in origin even if it not be non-
Aryan. A group of scholars would suggest that the Sakti-cult
owes its origin to the non-Aryan aborigins of ancient India
and it has gradually come to be adopted by the migrating
Aryans with such modifications as have been found to be
necessary due to the exigencies of time and surroundings., A
more sober section, however, feels that the Sakta system is ori-
ginally Aryan and itis based on the authority of the Sakta
Agamas (i. e., Tantras). Subsequently, in the Epic age in-
genious endeavours have been made to bring about a sort of
compromise between a gradually modified form of Vedic
religion and the non-Vedic religion of the Agamic literature.
The fusion of these two originally different types of religion,
Vedic and non-Vedic, has resulted in the evolution of the
Saktaism as it is available in the present times.

Against these fleeting hypotheses of present-day scholars
the traditional school of ancient and medieval thinkers
maintains in all solemnity that the Sakti-worship of the
Agamas runs parallel to the form of Qualified Worship
(Saguna Upasana) mentioned in the literature of the
Upanisads.

The pioneers of the Sakti-cult have not, however, lost
sight of the most important feature of the central doctrine of
the Upanisads that the Impersonal Quality-less Absolute In-
finite, the Plenum of Being-Consciousness-Bliss(Saccidananda
Brahman) is the only one Ultimate Reality. The average
human being finds it, and very naturally too, difficult to
understand and appreciate the deeper significance of this
transcendent concept of the Impersonal Absolute. People
endowed with limited intelligence-stuff can at best conceive
of a Personal Deity which serves as the object of their worship.
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So, in the hands of the Sakta Theists the Impersonal Ab-
solute of the Upanisads has in course of time come to be
invested with a distinct personahty To be a little more
precise, the oldest thinkers of the Sakta school were not con-
tent with this investiture of personal element on the Supreme
Divinity. Rather, they preferred to affiliate the same to
Cosmic Energy (Saktl) hut, at the same time they were care-
ful enough not to confuse its identity with any form of

material energy.

In the introduction to his commentary, Guptavati, on
the Sapta$ati Markandeya Candi, Bhaskara Raya, the emi-
nent Bengalee I'antrika teacher, quotes from the Ratna-
trayapariksa of Appaya Diksita, to elucidate the Sakta posi-
tion. There itis stated that the Supreme Spirit—Eternal,
Flawless and Unique—due to Its association with the beginn-
ingless Gosmic Illusory Principle (Maya), appears to divide
Itself into two apparently distinct elements, (i) the Quality
(dharma) and (ii) the Qualified (dharmin). The two again,
the Quality and the Qualified, are essentially non-different
from each other, and in the state of absolute equilibrium,
the two entities do not appear as two discrete identities, but
coalesce together and shine forth asthe One Undivided
Principle, the Supreme Being. The Quality is nothing but
the Knowledge of different objects or the Energy required
for the performance of different actions. If goes by the name
of Saktl or Bhavani. The Qualified, on the other hand, as
the locus of the Quality, is the agent of five-fold evolution,
(i) creation, (ii) preservation, (iii) disappearance, (iv) dis-
solution and (v) bestowal of favour. It goes by the name of
Parama-§iva or Maha-visnu.

The Quality-cum-Qualified aspect of the Absolute
Principle is thus very little removed from the Vedantic con-
cept of Personal God-head (Sagupa I$vara). The Saktas
have, however, earned the eternal gratitude of all spiritual
aspirants by endowing this immanent aspect of the Trans-
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cendent Absolute, with the characteristic of a2 Divine Female
and accordingly Sakti has been acclaimed as the Universal
Mother. It is needless to point out that metaphysically ana-
lyzed this immanent(Saguna) aspect can hardly be described
as either Male or Female, as the Upanisadic seer graphically
puts it : “Na stri tvarh na pumin asi”’

“Thou art indeed neither a Male nor a Female in
reality”.

To return to the point, it remains only to be said that
the concept of Candika in Her essential transcendental aspect
corresponds even in details to that of the Impersonal Absol-
ute of the Upanisads. The Saptasati Candi in one or two pla-
ces clearly refers to this Ultimate Spiritual Back-ground which
in the form of an Ever-lasting and Self-luminous Conscious-
ness (Cit) pervades all space in creation and yet transcends it.
But, this subtle abstraction—Ilike that of the major Upani-
sads—this static transcendental aspect of the Unconditioned,
Unrestricted, Unqualified Spirit as It may appear to the
Emotional minds, fails to satisfy the many-sided devotional
needs and activities of the theistically minded worshippers
in general and Sakta aspirants in particular. Itis only the
dynamic aspect of the God-head, the active manifestation
of a Personal Deity endowed with Cosmic Energy and
characteristics of Universal Motherhood, that has a direct
bearing on the process of worship outlined in the Sakta-
Tantras.

Not only do the Upanisads indirectly support the
philosophy of Saktaism, but these sacred texts do actually
refer to the different incarnations of Mother Sakti. This
fact goes a long way to establish beyond doubt that though
the Agamas are the main fountain-head of the current Sakta
school of thought, yet this school has had its basis in and
support on the rock foundation of Vedic texts.

Thus, the beginnings of the Sakti-worship are tradition- -
ally traced back to that well-known hymn of the Rgveda
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(X. 125), more popularly known as the Devi-Stkta. In this
sacred hymn, Vik, the spiritually enhghtened daughter of
the Vedic seer Ambhrna, identifies herself with the Primal

Divine Energy:

In the Narayana Upanisad (belonging to the Taittiriya
Aranyaka—the concluding portion of the Taittiriya Sarhhita
or Black Yajurveda) we find a Gayatri (i. e, 2 hymn in the
form of a prayer to be repeatedly muttered) addressed to this
Maha-Sakti (I. 7). The mother has been named in the verse
as Kanyakumari and Durgad. Ina subsequent verse of the
same work, She has been addressed as Durga, and has been
very beautifully described as a goddess enveloped in flames
of fire and eternally associated with the Supreme Self and
usually worshipped by the devotees for the fulfilment of their
desires here and hereafter. It is She who delivers the seekers
of emancipation from the never-ending cycles of existences
(I1. 1). In brief, She stands for Brahmavidya or the Delivering
Knowledge of the Supreme

This Brahmavidya aspect is made clearer in the Kena
Upanisad (III. 12). There we find Her as a Divine Female
gloriously decorated—Uma Haimavati, who appears before
Indra, the King of gods, to his utter bewilderment and en-
lightens him with the esoteric knowledge of the Supreme
Soul. Sankaracarya, the great apostle of Monistic Vedanta,
with his unassailable logic, identifies Her with Brahmavidya.

These are a few of the important references to the
Divine Mother in the Vedic literature which prove beyond
the least shade of doubt that Goddess Durga was not a non-
Vedic Deity.

Turning to the early Epic works, we find unmistakable
reference to the Saku-worshlp in several books of the Maha-
bharata (viz., Vana, xxxix; Virata, vi; Bhisma, xxiii). It is in
the Mahabharata that we find the Great Goddess described
as the Black Mother (Kali), as the sister of Lord Krsna and
as the slayer of the Buffalo-demon (Mahisasura-mardini),
residing in the Vindhya mountain.
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In the Puranas, and especially in the Markandeya
Purapa, She appears as the centre of the great Sakti-cult.
The Devi-mahatmya portion of the Maiarkandeya Purana
(commonly known as the Candi Saptaati) attempts a
unique compromise between the ever-conflicting doctrines of
the Monistic Vedanta (i. e, Upanisads) and the dualistic
Sarmkhya by referring to the transcendent and immanent
conceptions of Candika. '

It is this Candi, again, that records the tradition of the
worship of the earthen image of the Mother by King Suratha
and Vaiéya Samadhi. The age-old tradition of worshipping
the clay-image has found currency in Bengal alone. There
is, however, no definite historical record of the introduc-
tion of the worship of the clay-image of Durgi (and inciden-
tally of other deities) in Bengal. But, we find that Bhavadeva
Bhatta, a great Smarta teacher of Bengal and contemporary
of King Harivarmadeva, of Bengal (c. 1ith century A. D.)
has referred to older treatises of mnow-forgotten Bengali
Smartas, Balaka and Jikana by name, who were fully conver-
sant with a procedure of Durga-worship very much similar
to the procedure of che clay-image worship of the Mother.
So, it will not be out of reason to presume that the present
procedure of the worship of the earthen image of Goddess
Durgi has been continuing in Bengal for the last one
thousand years.

II

Bhaskara Riaya has stated that the expression ‘candy’
is derived from ‘canda’ by the addition of a feminine suffix
9. ‘Candi’ means one of unrestricted existence and
possessing unlimited powers and extraordinary qualities.
And it ultimately comes to point to the Supreme Spirit
alone, which in its nature of being is not restricted by any of
the three limiting conditions of time, space and causality.
Others, again, derive the word ‘candi’ from the root ‘cand’
which means ‘to be angry’. The root gives the masculine
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form ‘Canda’ (the Angry Male) and.the feminine form
‘Candi’ (the Angry Female). ‘Canda’ in th(: se'cond form
of derivation also refers to the Absolute which is regfirded
as the source of awe to the denizens of the three-fold universe
and even to the main elements of na ture.-. The U.pamsads
declare : Out of fear for this Supreme Being the air blows,
the sun rises, the fire gives heat, the rain falls and' even
death takes its due course (Katha II. 3). Elsem.rhere m. the
Upanisadic text the same Universal Spirit is described
asthe dreadful thunderbolt that is about to be release.d
(Katha II. 2). ‘Candi’ is the Female counterpart of this
Awe-inspiring Supreme Spirit. Bhaskara calls Hc-zr the
Divine Queen of the Supreme Lord of the umvel:se.
In support of his own theory he quotes a very beautiful
verse from the Ratnatrayapariksa where it is stated that
the Supreme Spirit which is Eternal, Flawless and of the
nature of Supreme Bliss, is in reality one without a second.
The Quality-aspect has been clearly defined and described
in the Chandogya and Taittiriya Upanisads. There we
find that in the beginning of creation the Absolute which
alone was existent, desired to be many. This Divine
‘Reflection’ ( Iksana) constitutes the totality of all individual
functions of knowledge (jAdna), desire (iccha) and activity
(kriya). This Reflection is natural with the Absolute and
as such eternal. It is this Reflection which represents the

Quality or Energy aspect of the Supreme (since energy is
nothing but a quality).

The opening aphorism (sitra) of the Kaulopanisad
which curiously enough is verbally identical with the first
aphorism in Jaimini’s Pﬁrvamimamsédaréana, but which

dharma or Vedic religious duties which are of an inanimate
nature. But, the aphorism of the Kaulopanisad refers to

dharma which is the Quality-aspect of the Absolute (Brahma-
dharma) and ig identical with the Energy of Pure Conscioys-
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ness (Cit-§akti), and as such is essentially Conscious in
itself.

The Naganandasttra and other Tantrika works of
authority have given other names to this Divine Energy
(Sakti) of which only a few well-known epithets are
given below :

Vimar$a, Spanda, Matrka, Sva-samvit, Para-Vak
Satta, etc. VimarSa and Spanda are the technical epithets
of the Enercy, commonly used in the Trika Philosophy of
Kashmir Saivism. This Sakti is of the nature of Conscious-
ness and Unrestricted Existence, since it is non-different from
the Possessor of the Energy (Saktimat).

Energy in its ordinary connotation, is usually regarded
as an insentient element, since when the ordinary energy of
an individual is analyzed, it is found to be constituted by
the three elements of knowledge (jfiana), desire {iccha)
and action (kriya) on his part. Now, in our ordinary
experiences it is easily perceived that the first two functions
of feeling and willing are but the modifications of the
internal organ (mind); and this internal organ itself being
insentient in nature, its two functions, too, must be inani-
mate (jada). And, as the third one, viz., physical activity,
is always located in inanimate objects like the human body,
etc.,, the individual energy is ever found to be but a new
form of matter. But, the first manifestation of the Divine
Energy in the Supreme Being which is called Reflection
(Iksana) of the Spirit in the Upanisads, is altogether a
different affair. This Energy is not material in nature, since
it cannot be called a transformation of the Divine Mind; On
the other hand, even the Cosmic mind is only a product
of this Primal Energy. Though this Divine Energy repre-
sents the Plenum of Divine Knowledge, Will and Action, yet
these functions (if these may be called functions at all) are
co-eternal and spontaneous with the Absolute Itself
(svabhaviki jiianabalakriya ca~ Svetagvatara VI. 8). Hence,
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the Divine Energy, also, belongs to the Absolute category
and is, therefore, self-conscious like the Absolute. Herein lies

the fundamental difference between the material energy and
the Divine Energy. :

This Divine Energy hasbeen differently conceived either
as a male or as a female in the different systems of Indian
thought. As the Divine Male it has again undergone diverse
representations as Visnu, Siva, etc., to suit the different tastes
of sectarian theologicians. In the limited processes of the
Upanisadic worship, it has assumed the non-sectarian but
qualified aspect of Personal God-head (Saguna I$vara). The
Tantrikas, specially the Saktas, however, find delight in
calling this Prime Energy the Universal Mother and
represent Her as Candi, Durga, Kali, etc., according to the
various tastes of the devotees. But, even in the midst of all
their theological enthusiasm, these Téantrika thinkers have
never for a moment lost sight of the real nature of the Mother
Goddess; they sing in chorus with the Upanisadic seers :
Thou art neither a Male nor a Female in reality, but art
the Supreme Spirit in Thy essential nature.

These discussions point to the one fact that the Primal
Energy (Mahasakti) of the Saktas though belauded with such
expressions as Adya Prakrti or Maha-maya has to be carefully
differentiated from the self-evolving insentient Prakrti of the
Sarkhyas, in as much as the latter is but Primordial Matter
and from the illusory Principle Maya of the Vedantins since
it is both insentient and non-eternal. The Sakti of the Saktas
being the aspect of the Spirit is both Eternal and Conscious,
as it is of the form of Pure Consciousness. The Upanisads
also unambiguously declare the same fact that the Divine
Mother (as Brahmavidya or Spiritual-knowledge Incarnate)
forms an invariable and eternal counterpart of the Supremé
Spirit itself. This fact is allegorically represented in the
Pl:lr:.il.las where the Universal Mother is portrayed as the
Divine Consort of the Great Lord, Parame$vara.
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III

The Markandeya Purana discusses the nature of the
Divine Mother known as Candika and presents a most
comprehensive treatment of the Ultimate Reality as conceived
by Sakta thinkers. The Ultimate Reality in Monistic Agama
literature is a unity which is presented by Siva and Sakti as
its two moments or aspects. Both Siva and Sakti are spiritual
in essence and the duality does not contradict the unity of
the Ultimate Reality. The Ultimate Reality is an a-logical
or a supra-logical principle.

The Markandeya Purana describes that prior to the first
creation there was Candika or Sakti alone. And, it must be
remembered that Candika or Sakti is inseparably linked
to Siva. It is only when any reference is made to the
event of creation that the aspect of Sakti of the Ultimate
Reality is emphasised. In the beginning of creation Candika
came to be looked upon as Mahalaksmi, the First Creator.
In Her we find the transcendent conception of Candika first
transformed into an immanent one. But, there is no radical
difference between the two conceptions. Looked at from
the empirical standpoint She is regarded as Mahalaksmi,
the Creator.

Mahialaksmi as non-different from Candika is regar-
ded as the equilibrium of the three gunas and serves as
the background of all further evolution. She is described as
having her forehead and breasts dazzlingly white, her hands,
thighs and knees are blue and her waist and feet are red.
She wears variegated clothes and decorates herself with
various gold ornaments and wreaths. She annoints her body
with sweetly fragrant pastes. The ineffable splendour of
her lovely and adorable person far outshining the hue of
flashing gold pervades all quarters. At the time of battle
she appears as a thousand-armed goddess and at times she
manifests herself as a divinity possessing eighteen hands,
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wearing a rosary, a lotus, an arrow, a sword, a thunder-
bolt, a mace, a discus, a tridant, an axe, a conchshell
a bell, a noose, a lance, a rod, a shield, a bow, a goblet
and a gourd. At normal times she has only four hands and
holds a pomegranate, a mace, a shield and a goblet. She is
seated on lotus and carries the mystic figures of a serpent
(symbol of Brahma), a liaga (symbol of Rudra) and a yoni
(symbol of Visnu) on her head. Sheis identified with the
goddess who assumed the form of a Divine female out of the
energies of different gods and goddesses and slew the demon
Mahisa. An account of her exploits is to be found in the
second book of Saptagati.

In the beginning of a cycle of creation Mahalaksmi
found herself all alone and wished to multiply herself. Then
from her proceeded a new emanation named Mahakaii as a
consequence of the preponderance of the element of tamas in
her. Thus, Mahakali is neither made nor created nor
begotten from Mahalaksmi but she proceeds from the latter
according to the operation of divine inertia. She is described
as possessing a dark but shining complexion that resembles
pounded collyrium. She has as many as thirty glaring eyes,
three in each of her ten faces. The ten mouths are all agape
with the terrific fangs. The ten faces are at once divinely
beautiful and awe-inspiring. Round her ten heads she wears
garlands of human skulls. Over her bosom and round her
waist dangle horrible wreaths of head-less trunks. Sometimes
she has four hands and holds a sword, a shield, a skull and
a gcblet.  But, she is also described as possessing ten hands
and ten feet. In her ten hands she wields a sword, an arrow,
a mace, a pike, a discus, a conch-shell, a bhusundi, an iron-bar
(parigha), a bow and a human head with blood dripping
from it. She is variously called Visnumaya, Yoganidra and
the like. At the time of universal dissolution when the two
demons, Madhu and Kaitabha, were ready to kill Brahma,
he prayed to this Mahakali to awaken Visnu who was at
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the time enjoying deep slumber under her influence. In
the first book of the Sapta$ati we find a detailed description
of this second emanation from the Divine Mother.

After this second emanation there was yet another
disturbance of the equilibrium in the divine nature of the
Great Goddess. This time the swatta element in her
temporarily foredominated and Mahasarasvati, the third
Divine Female of the Blessed Trinity, proceeded from
Mahilaksmi by the operation of divine intelligence. She
has been described as the finest pattern of the fair sex. Her
silver-white complexion does not hurt the eyes but soothes
them like the mellow light of the full moon in autumn. In
times of peace she holds a rosary, a gourd, a lyre and books
in her four hands. But, in times of war she wields in her
eight hands an arrow, a club, a pike, a discus, a conchshell,
a bell, a plough and a bow. It was this Mahasarasvati who
appeared before the gods springing out of the body of
Gauri, the consort of Siva and later on killed the demons,
Sumbha and Ni$umbha. The third book of the Saptaati
records a description of the exploits of Mahasarasvati.

The basic unity of the three Divine Females Maha-
laksmi, Mahakali and Mahasarasvati constitutes the -
background of the Sakta conception of Trinity. By the
Sakta conception of Trinity is meant the mysterious manifes-
tation of one Great Goddess Candika in the form of the
three goddesses each possessing the same identical
Divine Nature. The Séktas speak of the mystery of the
Blessed Trinity because they think that they are stating a
truth which is beyond the ken of human reasoning. As far
as human experience goes wherever there is a plurality of
persons there is a plurality of individual nature. Without
the authority of the sacred texts it would never have been
possible for us to conceive a thing as absolute identity of
nature in three distinct identities. These three Divine
" Females are co-eternal and co-equal to one another,
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Iv

The grammarian-philosopher asserts that the Absolute
and its Powers are identical in essence—the difference be-
tween them is only a figment of the imagination. In the
transcendental plane even this distinction is not felt and
the plurality of Powers does not annul the unity of
the Absolute. But, when we come down to the empirical
plane of the phenomenal world we find the Powers of the
Absolute sundered from it, and when they are at work
they become the sources of the multitudinous objects.
The phenomenal world in its multiform phases is, therefore,
conceived in terms of the Powers of the Absolute. In fact,
the Absolute, understood as the integer of the different
Powers that lie embedded in it prior to the projection of the
phenomenal worlld, is asserted to the material cause out of
which the phenomenal world evolves. The objective world
is thus represented as the manifestation of the different
Powers of the Absolute. Any object of the world, for instance,
a jar, is capable of being explained in terms of a number
of powers which include among others its capacity for fet--
ching water. It is, therefore, quite appropriate that such
categories as time, space, activity and instrumentality are
conceived as so many powers and nothing else. It is stated
that all such powers as would constitute an entity or an
object are not undérstood simultaneously, for in that case,
they would be so mixed up with one another that it would
be wellnigh impossible to understand them separately. And
this would make it difficult to understand and identify any
particular object. An object is understood in terms of a
particular power only which the speaker intends to convey.
This sets aside the apprehension of a confusion of powers
resulting in a confusion of identity.

It is interesting to note that the grammarian-philoso-
pher puts greater emphasis particularly on the two Powers
of the Absolute-—Time and Space, besides Nescience. Like

consciousness itself these two Powers cannot be disowned
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because Time and Space are universally and necessarily
apprehended as the inevitable background of all acts of know-
ledge. The notions of priority and posteriority are integral
to all our every-day activities and they can only be explained
_ with reference to Time and Space. And, if we analyze the
order of creation of the universe we shall notice the two
parallel lines of Time and Space running through it. But of
these two Powers, again, Time-force is regarded as the
more fundamental Power, for it is asserted that it governs
and controls all other powers which are subordinate to it.

The Absolute which the grammarian-philosopher calls
the Eternal Verbum, which is the Ultimate Truth that runs
through all evolutes and lasts during and after the dissolution
of the universe, remains serene and unruffled by any
cosmic upheaval and is of the nature of Pure Consciousness,
is asserted to be the highest universal. It is the ‘universal
meaning of all words—the lower universals are but transfor-
mations of the highest universal which runs through them
as the underlying principle. The evolutes are nothing but
the Powers of the Absolute projected out of it. But, what is
there at the very root of the projection of Powers of the
Absolute ? Certainly it is Nescience which shuts out the vision
of the unity that the Absolute is and initiates the multiform
transformations which the Absolute undergoes. It should be
noted that though Nescience is as much a unitary principle as
the Absolute is, it exhibits the pluraliy of phenomena inside
its own being and thus comes to be perceived as multiform.
But, the question is : what is there that prevents the Absolute
from undergoing different shades of transformation simulta-
neously ? We are told that the Absolute is not affected by
any notion of sequence. The question has been anticipated.

Time-force, which like all other powers, remains ingrain-
ed in the very being of the Absolute as identical with it, so
long as the evolution of the universe does not take place, is
posited to answer the question. As soon as the process of
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creation starts and the Absolute appears as different forms of
being in the shape of particular universals, the latter are
manifested in a particular order due to the influence of
Time-force. It is this Time-force which prevents the different
transformations of the Absolute from occurring simulta-
neously and thereby conflicting with one another. Time-

force is thus regarded as that power of the Absolute which
determines every activity in the empirical plane—it governs
the orders of phenomena appearing or disappearing as a
result of each activity. The Absolute which is conceived as
a unitary principle, which is sequenceless, becomes capable
of projecting the phenomenal sequence of priority and pos-
teriority. It is true that time functions in the plane of pheno-
menal existence only and has no bearing on the Absolute;
butitis also true that when the Absolute evolves into the
different powers immanent in it, the sequential order of evo-
lution can be explained by reference to Time-force. All
powers of the Absolute are but immanent potentialities
which, when activated, create the universe of diverse objects.
And it is Time-force which exercises a control on these powers
by presenting them in a particular order of sequence. And,
because all other powers of the Absolute are thus asserted to
be subordinate to Time-force the latter has been described
as the power of autonomy and self-mastery.

It may be observed here that the Absolute and Time-
force could be viewed as the two moments or aspects of one
and the same Reality. We are told that Time-force which is
conceived to be the supreme inherent power of the Absolute
is identical with it in essence. The powerful and the power
are declared to be one and the same principle though it must
be admitted that when Time-force is described as the power
the implication cannot but be that it is subservient to the
powerful and this is a point which is common with Monistic °
Vedanta, where nescience is asserted to be acting in depen-
dence upon the Absolute. It needs to be pointed out in this
connection that despite this point of contact there is a vital
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point of difference between the two systems on the ground
that whereas in Monistic Vedanta the identity between the
Absolute and nescience is never upheld as ultimate, the same
is sought to be established between the Eternal Verbum and
Time-force in the system of the grammarian. '

We have already noticed that Time-force or the
Supreme Power which is at one with the Absolute on the
transcendent plane functions in a twofold way on the empiri-
cal plane. In the first place, Time-force exercises a supreme
control over the activities of all other powers. Secondly,
Time-force presents the phenomena in temporal succession.
Itis said that the Absolute is called Time-force when it
manifests the different worldly objects as if on the rim of a
wheel. Time-force which is thus an expression of the Absolute
is essentially active—it rotates and revolves, and in course of
its rotations and revolutions which we know by the names of
the different seasons of the year, various objects or effects are
thrown out of the womb of their respective causes. This
projection of effects is the creation of the world-order. It is,
for this reason, that Time-force is compared to the wire-
puller in a puppet-play as being solely in-charge of run-
ning the entire show of the world-order. Causes cannot
operate unless Time-force infuses into them a life-giving
force. This idea may be nicely expressed with the
help of an illustration. Strings are tied to the feet of smaller
birds with which fowlers catch bigger ones. Now smaller
birds with their feet thus tied with strings can fly over a
limited space for they cannot go beyond the lengths of the
strings. Sometimes they choose to fly up, and again
they hop on the ground; but all their movements are con-
fined ‘within a circumference having the length of the parti-
cular string for its radius. Like strings controlling the
movements of birds as described above Time-force controls
the causes of different phenomena. And this control of Time-
force is operative not simply with regard to the event of
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creation but also with reference to those of preservation and
destruction. It follows, therefore, that the universe comes
into existence, continues to exist and ceases to be only in
obedience to the dictates of Time-force. Unless Time-force
lends its helping hand, the so-called different causal powers
cannot give rise to different effects. Even when effects are
produced both the causal powers and effects absolutely
depend on Time-force to preserve them into being. And it
is only when Time-force so chooses that they should die, that
they cease to exist. It is why Time-force is looked upon as
the efficient cause or the causal agent of the phenomenal
world in its manifold phases of creation, preservation and
destruction. Time-force, thus viewed, is supreme in itself and
without its governing influence the world would have been
reduced to a state of chaos. The influence of Time-force
may be illustrated in the following manner. Just as the
current of a stream carries with it grass, leaves and creepers
that lie on its banks and again sends them back to the shores,
so does Time-force behaving in different ways project
different objects and bring about their limitless transforma=
tions, Or, as the life-breath, remaining within us in the
different joints of our limbs controls all our physical move-
ments, so does Time-force permeate the constitution of diffe-
rent objects and make them appear or disappear according
as it sets them in motion or inhibits them. It is, therefore,
not an exaggeration to say that Time-force regulates the
movements of the sun, the rise and fall of stars and the
appearance and the disappearance of gross elements before
and after the creation of different objects and their dissolu-
tion respectively. Looked at from this point of view Time-
force which is so supremely powerful, has been rightly regar-
ded as the soul of the universe.

It is quite interesting to find that this Time-force
has been differently explained by different teachers. Thus
Time-force is described as causal power, self or a divinity. Time
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is causal power. How ? To take a concrete example,
the seed is the cause of the sprout, but only by virtue of the
power it possesses for the same. This causal energy has a
double function—a positive and a negative one. By means
of the former the cause produces its immediate effect, say,
the sprout, and the negative activity is evidenced by the
prevention of the later products, e. g., the stem, the leaves
and the like. The causal power helps the realisation of the
immediate effect and frustrates the materialisation of the
later growths. The emergence of the dual activity of causal
energy functions as time inasmuch as it is realised as
time-order. Causal energy minus time-order is inconceivable
and has no meaning and purpose. This is the line of
argument by which some thinkers arrive at the conclusion
that Time-force is nothing but causal energy. According
to others time is self. This refers to the autonomous
consciousness which functions as the individual self. If the
phenomenal world has its ultimate seatin the individual
self, the order in which the former manifests itself should
also be traced to the same source. The ultimate reality is
an indivisible unitary principle, called Pasyanti, the free
cognising word or consciousness. But the individual under
spell of ignorance, the first. manifestation of which is the
time-order, sees a multiplicity in place of unity. It is natural
to infer that the principle which possesses the capacity of
manifesting the plurality of phenomena should also possess
the capacity of manifesting the temporal order in which
the world-order manifests itself. Accordingly, time as a
concomitant of the primal ignorance under which the
individual labours, is equated with the individual subject
in which it finds its residence and ground. Time is first
viewed as the capacity of the individual and then by a
justifiable extension of meaning is identified with it
Again, there are some other thinkers who view Time-force
as a divinity. These theorists affiliate Time-force to the
Absolute. Though Time-force manifests its activity in the
individualised consciousness, it should not on that account
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be regarded as the determination of the latter. The self,
individualised or otherwise, is nothing in reality but the
absolute consciousness. Hence, like nescience of which it is
a concomitant, Time-force should be regarded as having
its source in the Absolute. Time-force qua power of the
Absolute is symbolised as a divinity which engulfs the whole
creation. This is, however, a popular representation of a
metaphysical truth.
* \Y%

Durga-sapta$ati, a section of the Markandeya-purana,
is as much a popular work as the Srimad—bhagavad-gitﬁ of
the Mahabharata. For hundreds of years this book is read
by scholars and religious minded people all over India in
private houses, temples and different religious institutions.
During the autumnal and vernal sessions of Navaratr: this
book is read with great solemnity even in present times. It
is, therefore, in the fitness of things that our Institute could
plan a suitable edition of the book which may be used by
all sections of the public. Itis with this end in view that
we have contemplated a delux edition for educational insti-
tutions and another, a popular one, for common men.

We are indebted to Professor Satyavrat Singh, ex-
Professor of Sanskrit, Lucknow University and ex-Vice-
Chancellor, Sampurnanand Sanskrit University, who joined
our Institute as a Professor two years ago and assured us of
a critical edition of the Markandeya-purina with text,
translation in Hindi and comments. The edition has already
been sent to the press and the first volume of the same is
expected to be out in near future.

This present edition which is included in the scheme
of that publication may be treated as its precursor. We
have only words of praise for the scholarship of the learned
Professor. We have reasons to believe that this work will
{ind recognition from scholars working i in the field of Tantra
and Agama and from devotees of Adya Sakti as well.

Sravani Parnima GAURINATH SASTRI
Sarhvat 2040
(23rd August, 1983)
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